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Women!s Ins tute News
Parish Council Update

Church Services
St Margaret’s Church
Hemingford Abbots

May

St James’ Church
Hemingford Grey

9.30 am Sung Eucharist

1st

10.00 am Family Service

8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Family Service

8th

10.00am Morning Worship

11th

10.30am Communion Service

9.30am Sung Eucharist

15th

Holy Communion

8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Ma ns

22nd

10.00 am Morning Worship

25th

10.30am Communion Service

29th

10.00am Morning Worship

6.00pm Evensong

St Margaret’s Morning Prayer at 8am Tuesdays
and Thursday on Zoom

Daily Night Prayer at 9pm on Zoom
CHURCH NOTICEBOARD
Please do contact our priest-in-charge if you would like to talk, or for
prayer on 01480 39478 or via email vicar@churchbytheriver.org.uk. Our
associate priests Judith Bolton and Brian Atling would also be glad to speak
with you.
If you would like a regular email with church news for both St
Margaret’s and St James’ and including links to join online services
please sign up on the St James’ website: https://
churchbytheriver.org.uk/wp3/ and scroll down to the Signup on the
left side.
Frontispiece – John Hyde
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Dear Friends
The grapevine usually works but, just in case news has not spread
down your alleyway, it was announced on the 10 th April that I would
be retiring this year as Priest in Charge of St Margaret’s and Vicar of
Hemingford Grey. My last Sunday at St Margaret’s will be on
September 18 th when we will also celebrate our harvest festival. After
the service there will be a harvest lunch in the village hall.
Knowing that the time was approaching, during these challenging
times in our nation and the world, has not been easy. In spite of all
that we have been and are going through, and knowing that some
occasions would be my last here, there has been such delight in
seeing the church and the community holding together. The steps of
generous faith, which has seen the church supporting others in
poverty through the work of Mission Possible, especially with
historically marginalised people in Rwanda, has been so encouraging
as the PCC have seen God’s faithfulness in continuing to provide all
that we need in maintaining St Margaret’s as a place of worship and
fellowship.
As I said at our annual meeting last month, the creativity in music on
Sundays and the greater participation of more of the congregation in
leading our sung worship has been an inspiration to so many. Whilst
other congregations are struggling the mutual support of the
churches in both Hemingfords is a small example of unity expressed
in action that is being a blessing to all.
May I take this opportunity to encourage everyone that the church
holds to the promise of salvation through Jesus Christ its Lord, a
promise which is both the restoration of our relationship with God
the Creator, and also the restoration of Creation in a new heaven and
earth. As we seek through Eco Church to be good stewards of all
God has given we do so with the certain hope that God’s word can be
relied on. That gives us confidence to look up and not be ground
down by those things which are beyond our control. What we will do
is follow Jesus greatest commands: to love God and our neighbour
as ourselves.
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JUNE 2022 MAGAZINE
The copy deadline for this magazine is 5pm on Tuesday 24th April 2022.
The magazine will be published as a PDF and distributed by email.
Please Help by providing copy as A4 with 16pt font. When using Word
please set the language to "English (UK)!#and be consistent with the format
of dates. Images do not need placing in separate boxes. Right-click images
and select Format/Square. Thank you for taking the me and e ort to
contribute to the magazine. Please send ar cles, adver sements and
no ces directly to: Rachel Winton, admin@churchbytheriver.org.uk , or
deliver to The Parish Administrator, Parish O ce 33, High Street,
Hemingford Grey

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Highway Faults including Potholes
0345 045 5212
https://
highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.go
v.uk/
Illegal signs/graf ti
0800 7832220
Refuse & recycling helpline
0800 3896613
http://huntingdonshire.gov.uk/

Abandoned cars
01480 388297
Fly tipping
01480 388640
https://
applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
forms/Operations/
New_Street_Cleaning_1.html
Faulty and broken streetlights
K&M Lighting Services 01480 395806
Where possible please quote street
light number on plaque on the street
light and the location.

St Ives & District Neighbourhood
Policing Team - dial 101
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WHEN ‘THANK YOU’ ISN’T ENOUGH
Residents of Hemingford Abbots know that they live in a beautiful village.
They also recognise the diligence and sel ess management of its
custodians, the Parish Council (PC), led by people who really care and who
commit signi cant time and effort over many years to that cause.
Two of those leaders, Bridget Flanagan and John Peters, are stepping down
after the May elections, having given more than twenty years’ service to
the Parish Council.
Bridget and John have both chaired HAPC, as well as serving in a number
of other capacities, which they have discharged enthusiastically, loyally and
with complete dedication. A profound debt of gratitude is owed to them
both, so we want to say ‘Thank You’ on behalf of parishioners past and
present - even though we appreciate that these words will never be
enough to adequately repay your contributions.
Marcus Whewell,
Chairman

ABBOTS VILLAGE HALL NEWS BULLETIN
Stuart Prosser (Chairman)
Margaret Cloke (Treasurer)
Position Vacant (Secretary)
Jenny Desborough (Bookings & Hall Mgt 07720 309992)
Beryl Lager (Health and Safety)
Chris Nicol (Parish Council committee liaison)
Rie Hargreaves (Trustee
We All Need Friends – Please Be One of Ours!
If you are interested in becoming a friend of the Village Hall, and are willing
to give a couple of hours a month, on an occasional basis to help with
lea et dropping, setting-up the hall etc. – please call:
Stuart Prosser 07892 682389
Chairman
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PARISH CENTRE COFFEE AND CAKE

Wednesday & Thursday
10am – 12.30pm
Come along for coffee and cake,
bring your friends and neighbours,
we look forward to seeing you.
If you would like to get involved please speak to
Rachel in the of ce
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HEMINGFORD LADIES CHOIR CONCERT
Well, what a day, on Sunday 10th April the Hemingford Ladies Choir
reappeared from the 2 year lockdown.
The choir had con nued to meet every week using Zoom and from
September 2021 had
cau ously started to
rehearse face to face.
This short concert
interspersed with
fabulous readings by Tony
Lewis was encouraged
when we were thinking
about it by Janet Stewart
and so we felt it would be
a good idea to dedicate
the concert to Janet’s
memory. Janet had been a founder member of the choir, from September
1995.
The music was a lovely selec on from Spirituals to Lullaby of Broadway
and everything in between. We even sang a Christmas Song as we had not
been able to perform it at the proper me!

ti

ti

ti

ti

7

A er the concert there was cake and cups of tea which all went enjoyed by
the amazing audience.
There was a re ring collec on for the church and the event raised £285. A
ng tribute to Janet.
Elaine Gunn

HubClub schedule — from 3-5pm at the Pavilion
4 May:

Ladybird river cruise

18 May:

The Silk Road — An illustrated talk by Tish Peek

1 June:

Queen’s Pla num Jubilee tea, memories, songs, pud

Bize-size volunteering
Busy people with busy lives are asking how they can volunteer with the
Hub without too much me commitment. The past two years have shown
them how much they enjoy this community involvement, and the resul ng
neighbourliness. We’ve found a way to make sure this good experience
isn’t lost as we return to our normal lives.
We are now developing some bite-size tasks to be spread out more widely
with our busier but s ll commi ed volunteers. If you would like to join us
in this new venture, please get in touch. Whatever li le me you have in
your busy day, we can o er to put it to good use.

Training courses for volunteers
We will shortly be pu ng some training into place to make sure volunteers
are prepared when coming across speci c ques ons or situa ons. If we’ve
learnt anything ourselves it’s the importance of being aware of how to
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The singing was excellent, our signature song “with a voice of Singing” at
the beginning raised the roof and set the scene for the rest of the concert.
The ladies were full of life, a really joyful occasion.

deal with an emergency before it becomes a crisis. Hunts Forum, which is
in the process of re-accredi ng us on behalf of Hun ngdon District Council,
o ers a wide range of courses designed for part- me volunteers. Please
contact us if you’d be interested in a ending a course on safeguarding, rst
aid or help with applying for a range of services.

We are sailing — 4th May
We have signed up our passengers for the Ladybird trip and look forward
to some good weather as we navigate the Ouse from Har ord Marina to
Godmanchester and back, stopping for a sh and chip lunch.

The fascina ng Silk Road — 18th May
Please join us for Tish Peek’s descrip ve journey along The Silk Road. Enjoy
her wonderful photography and traveller’s tales.

Finding a Men’s Shed
We’re looking for a suitable loca on to house a workshop-type barn where
men can gather to share hints and ps on DIY or restora on projects. If
you know of a space we can use, please let us know.

Hub minibus fund-raising
Whoever we speak to about having a Hemingfords Hopper minibus, they
think it’s a much-needed and wonderful idea. It’s becoming clear that the
best way of achieving this is to start raising funds. So we are looking to
recruit a task force to help us achieve quite a he y target. Please contact
us if you’d like to be part of the minibus fund-raising task group.

Hub celebrates the Queen’s Pla num Jubilee
Everything is now planned down to the paper napkins for the celebratory
tea party on 1st June. We are compiling a list of Hub Club a endees for
catering purposes. So please hurry to put your name down if you s ll wish
to book your place. It is being held in Tish Peek’s garden, with music from
Hemingford Ladies Choir. You are welcome to come along in 1950s hats or
ou its, join in the singing and even take a li le jig. We would love to share
memories and show the young how life was before mobile phones,
mul ple TV channels and fast food. All memorabilia from the era are
welcome.
Contact details: 07308 035416 hemingfordhub@icloud.com
www.hemingfordhub.co.uk
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BE PREPARED TO ‘JUBILATE’
If you can divert your attention from the
swathes of golden trumpets which currently
welcome you as you enter and drive through the
village, your eyes may also have been drawn to
activity on the banks and verges and you may have
wondered what is happening? This is all part of the
village!s
preparation to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee. Our green- ngered
Wilding Team have been busily seeding and planting to turn our verges into
a riot of patriotic-themed blooms which will set the tone for 4 days of
jubilant celebrations.
A full programme is events is being planned for the 4 days of festivities
which run from June 2-5. There will be something on offer for everyone
and an opportunity to celebrate in style to mark the magni cent 70 year
reign of the Queen. Details of main events have already been posted
around the village and on social media. The villages Hemingford Grey and
Abbots are combining efforts to present a programme of events which will
be staged across both villages and which will be open to all. The main
events include picnics in the parks, live music, entertainment, street parties,
a river pageant, church services, fun and games for children, royal bakes-off
etc . Every group, organisation and institution across both villages is being
encouraged to take part and contribute to the effort creating enduring
memories and leaving lasting legacies. Full details will be delivered to every
house at the beginning of April with regular updates on social media and
community newsletters.
Some events will require help from volunteers both before and during
events. Efforts are also underway to raise funds to cover expenses such as
insurance, admin, bands etc. If you would like to volunteer your services,
make a nancial donation or sponsor an event please get in touch with any
of the coordinators whose details are listed below. It!s going to be a
fantastic days of unashamed four days of celebration. Republicans might
wish to hibernate!
suehenderson85@icloud.com
pam.bartlett@me.com
rivaelliott@me.com
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Pavilion Pictures at Hemingford
Pavilion on the 4th Friday of the
month
May 27th - Belfast
June 24th - The Duke
Tickets £5.00 from Budgens Store
Hemingford Grey, The Pavilion Bar, or on the
door.
Doors open 6pm with screening 7pm.
Lounge bar open from 6pm for pre screening drinks.
enquiries@hemingfordpavilion.co.uk

HEMINGFORD TAI CHI GROUP
We are a small but very friendly group who meet in the
Hemingford Abbots Village Hall every Monday from 1.30 to 3pm
to learn and prac se the art of Taoist Tai Chi.
Any ladies OR gentlemen interested in joining will be most welcome.
Why not come along to one of our sessions to see if this gentle
but highly bene cial form of exercise is right for you.
It is good for the body and the mind.
To learn more, please telephone Margaret Atling on 01480 496240.

VILLAGE LUNCH
The Village Lunch for May has been cancelled.
There will be no Garden Party in June
due to the Jubilee Celebra ons.
Jenny Stocker 468802
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JAMIE OLIVER’S
SUMMER STRAWBERRY TARTE TATIN
Ingredients
1 Vanilla Pod
100 g golden caster sugar
600 g large ripe strawberries
1 x 320 g pack of ready-rolled pu pastry
70 ml Pimms
Vanilla Ice Cream, to serve

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 220℃/425℉/ GAS 7
2. Split the Vanilla pod lengthways and scrape the seeds into a 28cm nons ck ovenproof frying pan on a medium heat, then throw in the pod,
Pimm’s and add the sugar.
3. Cook for 3 minutes, or un l you have a thick, golden caramel, then
remove from the heat.
4. Hull the strawberries, adding them to the pan as you go.
5. Unroll the pastry and lay over the strawberries, then use a wooden
spoon to push the edges down inside the pan. Trim o the excess pastry
to patch up any li le gaps, if needed.
6. Bake in the middle of the oven for 25 minutes, or un l golden and
pu ed up.
7. Remove the pan from the oven and very carefully, but con dently, turn
the tart out onto a plate or a board slightly bigger than the pan. (Make
sure you’re wearing oven gloves!)
8. Cut into 6 and serve with nice round scoops of vanilla ice cream.

Tips…
Other brilliant combos: Peach & apricot with Cointreau & Vanilla –
Apple & pear with brandy & vanilla – Pineapple with rum & vanilla.
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“Nothing ever seems impossible in spring, you know” – L. M. Mongomery

WI
This month Jade Gunnel from Field Fare came to talk to us about ‘Cheeky
An cs in the Bird Breeding Season’ – an adventure into the sex lives and
mind-blowing physiology of our Bri sh songbird popula on. Fieldfare are a
local wildlife tours and events company, that o er a programme of wildlife
walks and experiences for adults and children, who want to spend me in
nature and learn more about their local wildlife.
Dr. Jade Gunnell is a naturalist and conserva onist. She began her career
training as an ecologist, before moving into the world of science educa on
and public engagement. Most recently Jade completed a PhD in Cocreated Ci zen Science for Community Ac on.
Jade is deligh ully enthusias c and began by playing us snippets of
birdsong and encouraging us to iden fy the birds. Each of the seven birds
was then revisited and used to illustrate di erent aspects of the bird
breeding season: robin, nigh ngale, song thrush, wren, dunnock, blue t
and cuckoo.
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Birds sing to establish and maintain breeding territories, it is their rst
defence, and to a ract a female. Most birds only sing during the breeding
season except robins and wrens which are highly territorial.
Songbirds have the most complex
vocalisa ons in the animal kingdom.
They have unidirec onal air ow in
their lungs and have a doublechambered voice box – they can sing
two notes at a me in harmony.
They have over 1000 syllable
repertoire and 100% of the air is
used to make sound.
Songbirds learn their songs which
leads to song evolu on and regional
varia ons. Some birds build a
repertoire throughout their life.
Mimicry is common par cularly in thrushes.
Wrens are par cularly good at feathering their nests. Both males and
females take responsibility for nes ng. The male prepares several basic
nests for the female and she chooses which she likes best! He may then
take a second female for a tour around the remaining nests and possibly
even a third. He will help the females raise their young but in strict
hierarchical order.
Loca on is everything in nest-building and di erent species have di erent
preferences. Nests vary from open, mud-lined cups to intricate woven
domes.
Despite all the amboyant vocal displays cuckoldry in birds is incredibly
high. The dunnock goes to great lengths to ensure his sperm wins the
compe on! Dunnocks will mate every hour, on the hour, every day
during the breeding season. The males will mate with as many females as
possible but, in turn, the females will accept the a en ons of many males.
There are evolu onary advantages to this naughty behaviour.
There are two main egg laying strategies: lots in one go, blue ts will
typically lay 8-12 eggs; fewer eggs in two or three rounds, blackbirds raise
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more than one brood of each season. Incuba on typically takes around
two weeks. Both parents rear the young. Birds edge within 2-3 weeks by
which me the parents are sha ered.
The cuckoo absolves themselves of parental du es - it is a nest parasite of
dunnocks, reed warblers and meadow pipits. It is not a songbird as it does
not learn its song but makes its dis nc ve call by ins nct.
Fieldfare o ers a variety of wildlife safaris and experiences, for adult and
family audiences. Whether out at night on a bat safari, up at the crack of
dawn for the dawn chorus, or chasing through meadows on a bug hunt,
we're all about celebra ng natural heritage. For more informa on and to
book ckets check out their website www. eldfarewildlife.co.uk
I look forward to joining Jade on one of her bat safaris before too long!
Sue Cook

WI Cra Group
We had more fun with oristry
ribbon this month! This me we
mastered bu er ies and those
that missed out last month tried
their hand at owers too.
We will be mee ng again on
Wednesday 27th April and plan
to start making bun ng for the
Jubilee celebra ons in June.
Please contact me if you are
interested in joining this group
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or if you would like to help with making bun ng for the village? Maybe you
have some red or blue fabric going spare?
Janine Hamilton
WI President
07566 203040
Janine.hamilton@hotmail.co.uk
Next Month… Frank Boddy from
Wild in the Pantry will tell us what
it’s like to be a private chef on May
4th and prepare a chocolate
dessert for us to taste!
www.hemingfordabbotswi.co.uk

HEMINGFORD ABBOTS MAYDAY BANK HOLIDAY

ART EXHIBITION
Saturday 30th April, Sunday 1st May
and Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May

11 am - 6 pm at Barn Hall,
Rideaway, Hemingford Abbots, PE28 9AG
PAINTINGS, POTTERY, PHOTOGRAPHY, CARDS

Refreshments and Donations
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HEMINGFORD ABBOTS VILLAGE HALL
NEEDS YOU !!
We are looking for a new Secretary
for the Village Hall Committee
Ideally this would suit somebody who wants to contribute to village
life and see the Village Hall thrive and develop for the future.
The hall is a very important facility for the village and the role of
Secretary is rewarding, interesting and does not take a lot of time.
The Secretary is supported by a very good committee who all want
the Village Hall to be a vital and valued service to the local
community.
Should you be interested or would like more information
please contact either:
Stuart Prosser (Chairman) Email: sprosser@havh.org
07892682389
Or
Sharon Lancaster (current Secretary) Email: slancaster@havh.org
Registered Charity No. 1078838
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HEMINGFORD ABBOTS VILLAGE CONTACT LIST
CHURCH
Priest in Charge
Associate Ministers

Revd Peter Cunli e
Revd Judith Bolton
Revd Canon Brian Atling
David Wordsworth
Daniela Spilca
John Hyde
Jennifer Stocker
Sharon Williams
Bridget Flanagan
Parish O ce Team
John Hyde

Churchwardens
Deputy Churchwarden
Bellringers
Flower Guild
Magazine
Treasurer

394378
370036
493975
370634
07722 587759
464127
468802
830766
465370
467250
464127

For weddings see churchbytheriver.org.uk/weddings

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Bridget Flanagan
Chris ne Nicol
John Peters
Marcus Whewell (chairman)
Zoe Ryall (vice chairman)
Peter Keen
Bob Penny
Phillip Cooke
PARISH CLERK:

bridget. anagan@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
chris ne.nicol@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
john.peters@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
marcus.whewell@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
zoe.ryall@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
peter.keen@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
bob,penny@hemingford-abbots.or.uk
Philip.cooke@hemingford-abbots.org.uk
Maxine Blewe
parishclerk@hemingford-abbots.org.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR:
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
Sarah Conboy
Mike Grice
Sarah Wilson

Douglas Dew

Parish Council Website:

www.hemingfordabbots.org.uk

465370
496464
464293
462387
300931

469814

sarah.conboy@hun ngdonshire.gov.uk
michael.grice@hun ngdonshire.gov.uk
sarah.wilson@hun ngdonshire.gov.uk

VILLAGE HALL
Chairman
Bookings
Bridge Club
Village Lunch
Whist Drives
Women’s Ins tute

Stuart Prosser
Jenny Desborough
Chris Nicol
Jenny Stocker
Danny Hallissey
Janine Hamilton

07892 682389
468956
300185
468802
465007
390505
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